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I GUESS ToDAM'S
CoMIL GOES 1IN THE
| SECOMND PILE, HUH? o

THIS SeEconpe PILE
CONTAINS ALL THE
COMICS WHERE “You
MAKE FALSE STATEMEMTS,

IN THIS PILE, T WANE
ALL THE COMICS 1N
wWHICH You MAKE
FACTUAL STATEMENTS.
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WHAT THE | FERD, WYOU'RE
HECK ARE | KNOWN FOR
You DOINGT MAKING
RIDICLULOUS
REMARKS, SO L'M
| HELPING THE READERS
1 BY ORGAMIZING THE

STRIPS “YOU APPEAR IM,
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I MEED YOUR SELF-
EVALUATION SO 1
CAM LURITE YOUR
PERFORMANCE REVIEL.

www. dilbert.com  scottadams®aal.cam

REMEMBER TO RATE
YOURSELF OM QUR
CORE VALUES OF
HOMNESTY AND
INTEGRITY.
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LJALLY CLAIMS HE
DID MO WORK THIS
YEAR. BUT HE'S
DISHOMNEST, S0 YOU
CAN'T BE SURE.
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Crocodile

and

Greek philosophers liked to
tell about a crocodile that
snatched a baby from its
mother.

Crocodile: Will I eat your
baby? Answer correctly and
I'll give the baby back to
you unharmed.

Mother: Oh! Oh! You're

going to eat my baby.

Crocodile: Hmmm. What
shall I do? If I give you back
your baby, you will have
spoken falsely. I should
have eaten it. . . . Okay, so |

3% won't give it back.

Mother: But you must. If
you eat my baby, I spoke
correctly and you have to
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give it back.

The poor crocodile was so
freaked that it let the baby
go. The mother grabbed
her child and ran.
Crocodile: Zounds! If
only she’d said I'd give the
baby back. I'd have had a
juicy meal.

The crocodile has a problem. He has to both eat
the baby and give it back, at the same time.

The mother is very clever. Suppose, instead,
she had said: “You're going to give the baby
back” Then, the crocodile could return the baby
or eat it, in both cases without contradiction. If he
gives it back, the mother spoke truly, and the
crocodile has kept his word. On the other hand, if
he is mean enough, he can eat the baby. This
makes the mother’s statement false, which frees
the crocodile from the obligation to give the baby
back.
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The novel Don Quixote tells
of an island with a curious
law. A guard questions
every visitor:

| Guard: Why are you com-

ing here?

If the visitor answers truly,
all is well. If he answers
falsely he is hanged.

One day a visitor answered:

Visitor: | came here to be

hanged!

The guards were as puzzled
as the crocodile. If they do
not hang the man, he has
lied and has to hang. But if
they hang him, he spoke
truly and should not be

Y hanged.

To decide the matter, the
visitor was taken to the
island’s governor. After
thinking long and hard the
governor made his decision.
Governor: Whatever |
decide is sure to break the
law. So I will be merciful
and let the man go free.

“rom QY\M C'OSV(/\’\K

The hanging paradox is in Chapter 51 of the
second book of Don Quixote. Sancho Panza, the
Don’s servant, has become governor of an island
where he has sworn to uphold the country’s
curious law about visitors. When the visitor is
brought before him, he decides the man’s case
with mercy and common sense.

The paradox, although similar to the crocodile
paradox, is clouded by the ambiguity of the
visitor’s statement. Is it the man’s statement about
his intent, or is it a statement about a future event?
In the first sense, the man may have spoken truly
about his intent, and the authorities could then
not hang him and there would be no
contradiction. But if his statement is taken in the
second sense, then whatever the authorities do
will contradict the law.
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